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Over the past decade, violent crimes involv-
ing stalking, workplace violence, and attacks (or
threats of attacks) on public figures and officials
have been prominent in the news. In response,
law enforcement and security professionals are
tuming to prevention as a key component of the
strategy to control these offenses. A preeminent
organization, the Association of Threat
Assessment Professionals (ATAP), is dedicated
to enhancing the knowledge base of practitioners
in this field.

E)und@d in 1992 by the Los Angeles Police
Department's Threat Management Unit, ATAP is a
non-profit organization comprised of law
enforcement, prosecutors, mental health profes-
sionals, and corporate security experts. The
Association affords its members a professional
and educational environment for the exchange of
experience and assessment/intervention tech-
niques, which span all areas of case management.
ATAP's ultimate goal is to learn more about how to
best protect victims of harassment and threat situ-
ations.

Wne threat cases have been handled on a
daily basis by law enforcement agencies for some
time, the increase of workplace incidents has cre-
ated a need to combine forces with the private
sector. Through the Association's case study
review, perpetrator profiles have been devel-
oped, waming signs identified, and preventative
measures delineated for victims and others in the
workplace environment.
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